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 “GREIN-DINGS” from Pastor’s desk: 
 

 

The are two pillars upon which the Christian Church stands. One is the virgin birth of Jesus, and 

the other is His resurrection from the dead. Because these are the two pillars of Christianity, it is not 

surprising that these two teachings come under attack by the Church’s enemies. 

 

An attack on the teaching of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead took place on a TV program some 

years ago. It claimed that the bones of Jesus had been found in a ossuary (a container in which the 

bones of the dead are placed). Etched on that ossuary were the names Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. Keep 

in mind, however, that all three of those names were very, very common in the New  Testament era. 

The name Jesus was so common, in fact, that it was necessary for Jesus, the Christ, to be identified as 

Jesus of Nazareth.  The words, “of Nazareth,” served to identify which Jesus was being spoken of. 

 

The virgin birth of Jesus has also been attacked in times past. There have been those who’ve 

claimed that a Roman soldier was Jesus’ father. They say that the virgin birth story was an attempt 

to cover up Mary’s sin. This, of course, is purely speculation. 

 

Though both the virgin birth and Jesus’ resurrection are the two pillars of Christianity, a case can be 

made that the most important of the two is the resurrection. One reason is that God’s  Word speaks 

directly of its importance. Scripture says, “... if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 

you are still in yours sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). On the other hand, God’s  Word merely informs us of Jesus’ 

birth of the virgin Mary. It informs us of this in the prophecy of Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14), and then in that 

prophecy’s fulfillment in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 1:26-31). 

 

Another reason Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is of greater importance is because it is verifiable, 

whereas the virgin birth is not. It’s verifiable because the tomb was empty, and Peter and John were 

eyewitnesses of this. Their written witness we have yet today in the Bible. The authenticity of their 

witness is so good that their witness would stand up in a court of law. This is the case because there 

are no documents from all of antiquity that are more reliable than those of the New  Testament. 
 

We also have the witness of others who were alive at that that time, people who saw the risen Christ. 

We have the witness of Mark, Luke, and the apostle Paul. And from the pen of the apostle Paul, 

we’re told that over 500 brethren saw the risen Christ at once (1 Cor. 15:6). 
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Jesus’ resurrection is also of great importance because it gives us the assurance that Jesus’ death 

on the cross did, indeed, pay the penalty for our sins and the sins of the whole world (1 Cor. 15:17 & 1 

John 2:2). . It assures us that Jesus is the Son of God (Rom 1:4) and that His teachings are true. It also 

assures us that one day there will be a resurrection of the dead, God’s  Word declaring that Jesus 

is the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Cor. 15:20).And about Himself Jesus said: 

 

I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die (John 11:25-26). 

 

This message, the message of Jesus’ death for the sins of the world and the message of His 

resurrection from the dead, are the messages Christ’s Church must always proclaim.  They will 

continue to be proclaimed and emphasized at Our Savior’s in the month of April and beyond as we 

celebrate Jesus’ resurrection during the seven-week season of Easter.  Actually, those teachings will 

be proclaimed and emphasized for the rest of the year as well. 
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  Go First! 

Registration Has Begun! 
Go to the website below and reserve your free ticket today! 

(Sales end April 10th, 2024.  
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OSL LWML Women’s Guild Meeting Highlights 
 

The OSL Women’s Guild met on Saturday March 9, 2024 at 9:00 am. Twenty attendees were present 

including five guests. 
 

Jill Decker from Integration Wellness and Recovery of Hutchinson gave a very interesting presentation about 

how she and her husband began a residential treatment program for women recovering from substance abuse.  

They also operate an outpatient program for the same purpose designed for both men and women. 
 

The OSL Guild voted to donate $100.00 to Integration Wellness and Recovery of Hutchinson and $50.00 to 

the Mcleod Emergency Food Shelf as our March mission projects. 
 

Candace Metzger Christian Life/Human Care Chairman presented ideas for items to be collected for 

Common Cup of Hutchinson as our next Human Care project.  She has made a list of these items for LWML 

and congregation members to collect and has placed boxes in the rear of the church for people to place their 

donations.  
 

Jeanette Bening reported that she gave a presentation highlighting the work of the quilters’ group at last 

Wednesday’s soup supper. The group will be meeting on Monday, March 18 at 9:00 am in the Commons to 

tie quilts. More quilt kits to sew quilt tops are available in the rear of the church. 
 

Sharon Haberkamp thanked members for bringing items for the food shelf to the meeting.  She will be setting 

up a table in the sanctuary to collect items/cash donations before and after church services this Sunday, 

March 10, 2024.  Sharon continues to travel to AbleLight (Bethesda) Thrift Store on the second Thursday of 

each month. Please contact her if you wish to travel along. 
 

Gwen Dahl reported that the Guild served the soup supper on Ash Wednesday. 
 

Lucie Penkert volunteered to serve as an alternate delegate to the District Convention in June. 
 

Seminarian Mark Esser has been approved for the Guild and our congregation to support. He is currently 

serving a vicarage in Florida at Grace Lutheran Church. His address is Mark Esser 301 Bates Avenue SE, 

Winter Haven, FL. 33880. His email address is esserm@csl.edu. His wife’s name is Paige, and they have a 

daughter, Maria. Members were encouraged to send cards to the family. 
 

The group voted to send a prayer shawl and quilt to Randy Lee, nephew of Gwen Dahl, who is currently 

hospitalized. 
 

Roxann Field will be assisting the confirmands in constructing banners for their Confirmation day - April 14, 

2024. 
 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. Kevin Mathews will be speaking at 11:30 am before lunch as 

he needs to leave for another meeting. Regular business meeting to follow lunch. 
 

 
  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Women’s Guild News 

mailto:esserm@csl.edu
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Upcoming Guild Events-Join us when you can! 
 Regular meeting on Tuesday, April 9. 2024 beginning with speaker Kevin Mathews 

Director of McLeod Country Emergency Services at 11:30 am.   Lunch/regular business 
meeting to follow. 

 Trip to AbleLight (Bethesda) to help at Thrift Store on Thursday, April 11, 2024. Contact 
Sharon Haberkamp for details. 

 LWML McLeod Zone Spring Rally on Saturday, April 13, 2024 at St. John’s in Winsted 
begins with registration and coffee and treats at 8:30 am and program at 9:00 am.  All are 
welcome.  No registration fees.  Program concludes with lunch.  Check Guild bulletin 
board for sign-up sheet and carpooling. 

 Quilting on Monday, April 15, 2024 at 9:00 am in the Commons. 
 Food collection for Food Shelf throughout April-place items in shopping cart in back of 

church. 

 

 
Upcoming Meeting Dates 

 

April 
Regular meeting on Tuesday, April 9, 2024 

Kevin Mathews, McLeod County Emergency Services Director will be speaking at 11:30 am. 
(Kevin needs to speak before lunch due to another meeting commitment) 

Lunch to follow along with regular business meeting. 
 

LWML McLeod Zone Spring Rally to be held on Saturday, April 13, 2024 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Winsted 

Speaker will be Dr. Jeffrey Burkart presenting on: 
Do Not Be Anxious about Anything…Let Your Mouth be Filled with Laughter… 

based on Philippians 4:6 
Gifts of the Heart donations will go to King of Kings Lutheran School in St. Paul, MN  

Everyone is invited!!   
Sign-up sheet on Guild Bulletin Board in hallway as you enter the Activity Center.   

See poster in Crosstalk for more details. 
 

 
May 

Regular meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 beginning with lunch at 11:30 am in the commons.  
Speaker after lunch will be Mona Hjerpe Director of Meghan’s Place in Hutchinson. 

Regular business meeting will follow. 
 

 

June 
Tuesday, June 11, 2024  

Begins with lunch at 11:30 am in the commons.  
Program presented by Deb Vinkemeier from Cancer Companions and Phil’s Friends. 

Meeting to follow speaker. 
 

June 20-22 2024 LWML MN South District Biennial Convention 
“Walk in Love” from Ephesians 5:1-2 Mankato, MN. 

Check Guild bulletin board for more details. 
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Common Cup Collection 
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Common Cup Collection 

Backpack Food Program 
Consider sponsoring a McLeod Couty Elementary student for a year. $200 will 

provide weekend food and school supplies. 
 
The Backpack Food Program is a program to send food home in the backpacks of 

area elementary school students who receive free and reduce-priced lunches. The 
food will be placed discreetly in the students’ backpacks on Fridays, to help tide them 
over for the weekend. During the summer, it helps support our Summer Lunch 

Program. 
 

Common Cup is always in need of your donations. If you would like to donate food, 
use the list below to help you shop for items. We prefer cash donation as we can 
make your dollars go further with our bulk buying options. But the bottom line is 

Common Cup needs your support! 
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Save the Dates 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The next social event of this group is scheduled 
for Friday, April 5th, from 1:30-3:00 p.m. It will 
be hosted by Anita Crosby and Vonnie Broten 
in the Commons here at OSL. All widows and 

widowers are welcome! 
 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the 

God of all consolation. He comforts us in all our 
sorrows so that we can comfort others in their 

sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have 
received from God.” (II Corinthians 1:3-4) 

 

Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting 
The spring meeting will take place 

on Tuesday, April 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 
Please plan to join us for this 

important meeting. If you need a 
ride, please call the church office so 

arrangements can be made. 

Please come and help the 

Trustees clean up the 
church grounds on 

Saturday, April 27th, 
beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
Many hands make light 

work! 
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From Our Health Ministry 
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Holiday Wrappings 
  

1 pkg. 2.5 oz. dried beef or corned beef 
8 oz . cream cheese 
½ cup sour cream 
½ cup Swiss cheese 
1 garlic clove- finely diced 

2 Tablespoon shredded Parmesan cheese 
¾ tsp. Hidden Valley Ranch dressing mix 
¼ tsp. ground pepper 
24 Wonton wrappers 

 
Preheat oven to 350°. Chop beef finely. Combine all ingredients (except Wonton wrappers) in a 
bowl. Blend until smooth. Separate Wonton wrappers and place one in each cup of a greased 
mini muffin pan. Press each wrapper into cup. With a small scoop or spoon, fill cups with cheese 
mixture. Wet your fingers slightly and pinch the top of each Wonton wrapper together. Bake 15 

mins. Cool for 10 minutes before serving. Makes 24. 

 
Diaper Drive - Our Savior’s will be collecting diapers and wipes for 

Common Cup during the month of April. There will be a playpen in the back 

of the sanctuary to collect your donated diapers. The bigger sizes are the 

most needed. Donations of cash are also appreciated; mark your check for 

Common Cup diapers and put it in the offering. Your donation of diapers 

helps families in need and is very much appreciated! If you have any questions, contact Dale 

Ewald at (320-587-6090) or Common Cup Director Bev Bonte (320-234-8344). 

This and That 

Answering the “What Ifs” of Abortion 
 

A question is often more than just a question – it’s important to hear the arguments 
and assumptions behind the questions people are asking and listen carefully to what 

is being said. What if we took a closer look at what both sides really mean? 

 
“What if abortion is healthcare?” 
 
Pro-abortion: 
Abortion is essential healthcare and women suffer without it. 
 
Anti-abortion: 
Abortion isn’t medically necessary and nearly all abortions are committed for elective 
reasons. 
 

(Above information is adapted from studentmag.org) 

There were several requests for the appetizer recipe Barb Field shared at 
a recent Lenten soup supper session. She was kind enough to share it. 
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This and That 



12 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to the Easter Season!  
 

We have been learning about Easter, anticipating Easter Sunday. Each of the children 
received an Easter Egg with a Jesus inside. It was amazing to see and hear the 
comments: “It’s our friend Jesus”, “The prize 

inside is Jesus”, “I love my Jesus”.  When we 
wonder if they hear what we teach…. they do!  
 

Even though we are predicted to have winter 
return, we are looking forward to May and 

planning for our Graduation Program which will 
be on May 17th at 6:30pm. Come join us to see 
our soon-to-be Kindergartners in their cap and 

gown!  
 

Thank you for the continued support through 
prayers, help and donations. Everyone’s help 
and prayers keep us faithful and persevering.  
  

Lori Holtberg 

ELC Director  

News from the Early Learning Center 

Special Congregational Business Meeting 
will be held in the sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 11, 2024, for the 

purpose of reviewing the nominations of the Call Committee and extending a 
Divine Call to a new pastor. Paper copies of the entire call list, nominations of the 

Call Committee, and a biographic summary of each nominee (3) are available on 
the information desk in the back of the Sanctuary beginning March 31st.  You 
may also request an email copy of this information commencing April 1st by 

contacting Sherry at oslsecretary@oslhutch.com. Contact Keith Kamrath or any 
of the Board of Elders if you have questions. Please pray that the Holy Spirit 
grants peace and guidance throughout our call process. 

  If you need a ride to the meeting, please call Sherry (320-587-3318) in the 
church office to arrange for transportation. 

mailto:oslsecretary@oslhutch.com
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The Divine Call 
 
  It has been 24 years since the congregation at Our Savior’s called a pastor. As the call 
committee is preparing to present a list of pastors to the voters, it would be good to review the 
concept of the Divine Call.  
  God has given us clear instructions on the markers we should look for when seeking a new 
pastor. In I Timothy 3:2-7, Paul describes the characteristics of those who are eligible to serve as 
an “overseer” (pastor) in Christ’s church: 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own 
household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know 
how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 
Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a 
snare of the devil.  
  Because all the men on our call list were provided by President Woodford, we are to assume that 
all of them possess the characteristics cited above and are eligible to serve us. 
  Though it’s true that all Christians have a general call to proclaim Christ, the public ministry of 
Word and Sacrament is not entrusted to all (1 Corinthians 12:28). It is a unique calling or 
designation by God and not determined by the will of man. We know this to be true because 
overseers are told to pay attention to themselves and to all the flock that the Holy Spirit has 
entrusted to them (Acts 20:28). Once our new pastor is installed, we can be confident that God 
the Holy Spirit has placed him here among us to be our overseer. 
  When it comes to the calling of a pastor, God has not commanded any specific process. Because 
of that, Christian denominations differ significantly in that regard. The divine nature of the call, 
regardless of the process, is that a man is given the authority to preach and teach God’s Word 
and administer the Sacraments. This authority is given through the call of the congregation and 
is thus divine. Truly, it is God’s will that this be done. Thus, the divine nature of the call.  
We are all familiar with the human resource procedures for hiring a new employee and it would 
be natural to expect a similar process for filling the most important position in our church. Most 
of the common procedures – interviews, background checks, checking references – are designed 
to keep bad things from happening and to, somehow, gain knowledge of what might happen in 
the future if one were to hire a particular candidate. All of this is based on gathering information 
and then applying human reason to make a decision.  
  Admittedly, some these common procedures are used in the calling of a pastor in our church 
body and will be used here at Our Savior’s. Beyond those common procedures, however, there is 
another dimension. That dimension is the working of the Holy Spirit. We believe that He will be at 
work among us to guide us in our evaluation of the men on our call list and lead us to the one 
best suited to serve us. We trust that God has already called and prepared the man who will 
serve as our next pastor. Thus, God, in a sense, has already made this decision for us. Trusting 
that to be the case, we can be at peace with the outcome. God be praised!  
  The current mechanism to reveal who will be our next pastor is that the elders, as the call 
committee, are evaluating the fifteen candidates President Woodford has supplied. Plans are to 
narrow the list to three to present to the voters for a decision on which candidate to call. When 
that decision is made, a divine call will be extended to him.  
  Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide the Call Committee and Voters Assembly to the man He has 
already chosen to serve us. 
 

 

Call Update 

Contributed by Pastor Grein and Keith Kamrath. 
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Confirmation Questioning will be Friday, April 12th at 6:30 p.m. and Confirmation will take place 

on Sunday, April 14th. Please feel free to join the confirmands and their families as they 
commemorate this special time in their lives. We have four youth being confirmed this year:  

Emery Blumhoefer, Kaylee Rannow, Rachel Sauter and Matthew Schumann 
They are sharing with the congregation their selected confirmation verse as well as the reason 

they chose that verse. Congratulations and God’s Blessings to our Confirmands! 
  

Confirmation 

Emery Blumhoefer 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy; I (Jesus) have come that they may 
have life and have it to the full. 

John 10:10 
 

I chose this bible verse because of the great 
promise God promised to me as a child of God; I 
have been promised an "abundant" life. I may not 
always have the fanciest clothes, perfect health, 

be the best basketball player nor have everything 
I want but what I know is that I have faith and a 
promise of grace and salvation through him. And 
what more could we need than an abundant life 

in and through Christ!! 
 

Kaylee Rannow 
"I (Jesus) have said these things to you, 

that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have trouble. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world.” 
John 16:33 

 
I chose this bible verse because it offers me 

comfort knowing that God is in total control of me 
and this world. During my lifetime, I know there 
will be stressful times of trials and temptations. 
God will protect me and offer me peace during 

those stressful times. God says to be encouraged 
for He has conquered the world. 

 



15 
 

 
  

Confirmation 

Rachel Sauter 
"So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ.” 
Romans 10:17 

 
I chose this verse because it shows that faith 

comes through hearing the word of God. I also 
understand it as saying that faith can come 

through listening in church, but it is stronger 

when it is truly the word of God. Another reason I 
chose this verse is although it is quite short, it 

shows that the word of God is truly what we need 
to listen to even during times of stress. Overall, 

this verse shows me that God is in my life, even if 
it is something as simple as listening to His word. 

 

Matthew Schumann 
 

"Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me." 
John 14:6 

 

I chose this verse because I wanted a verse 
that shows all that Jesus has done for us 

and that there is no life without Jesus. 
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Sages 
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Sages 
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Diaper Drive - Our Savior’s will be collecting diapers and wipes for Common Cup during the month of 
April. There will be a playpen in the back of the sanctuary to collect your donated diapers. The bigger 
sizes are the most needed. Donations of cash are also appreciated; mark your check for Common Cup 

diapers and put it in the offering. Your donation of diapers helps families in need and is very much 
appreciated! If you have any questions, contact Dale Ewald at (320-587-6090) or Common Cup 

Director Bev Bonte (320-234-8344). 
  

Cups & Conversations 
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Celebrating this Month 

 

4/1 Tammera Paulson 

4/2 Cody Link 

4/3 Alyson Farley 

4/4 Susan Forcier 

4/4 Jameson Turner 

4/9 Adam Field 

4/11 Shirley Alsleben 

4/12 Stacy Messner 

4/15 Nicholas Ortloff 

4/19 Gail Roethemeier 

4/19 Michael Sauter 

4/22 Justin Sauter 

4/24 Shawn Smithers 

4/25 Kevin Ostlund 

4/27 Dianne Brenhaug Haffley 

4/29 Jeanne Niesche 

 

 

4/18 Ronald and Marilyn Field 54 Years 

4/21 Roger and Cheryl Beilke  45 Years 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & ELC 
800 Bluff Street, Hutchinson, MN 55350  
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Ministry Staff 
Rev. John Grein ........................Vacancy Pastor 

Rev. Joe Asher ................. Confirmation Leader 

Shirlee Landskroener ................ Music Director 

Karen Ostlund ........................... Sunday School 

Sherry Drahos ............ Administrative Assistant  
 

2024 Church Officers                            
Chairman             Wayne Kuehl                  

Vice Chairman Kevin Mathews                

Secretary               Michelle Metzger  

Treasurer               Dale Ortloff                

  

Elders                                                
Marshall Kranz, Chairman             

Arnie Alsleben 

Paul Barchenger 

Mark Bening 

Craig Jergens   

Keith Messner  

Mike Smithers  

   

Trustees 
Mike Metzger    

Chuck Esser 

Adam Field 

                

Custodians 
Jeff Radunz 

David Radunz  

 

Early Learning Center Staff 
Lori Holtberg ....................... Early Learning Director 

Carrie Farley ........................... Healthcare Consultant 

Shannon Gilhooly .............................................. Cook 

Wendy Ziegenhagen .................... Snack Coordinator 

Rachel Carlson .................................. Childcare Team 

Rebecca Chapin ................................ Childcare Team 

Lucy Dubay ....................................... Childcare Team 

Gabrielle Gabrelcik ........................... Childcare Team 

Miranda Heine .................................. Childcare Team 

Lorna Johnson ................................... Childcare Team 

Paige Lark ......................................... Childcare Team 

Shelby Norgaard ............................... Childcare Team 

Tracy Polzin ...................................... Childcare Team 

Apryl Reynolds ................................. Childcare Team 

Ginny Rogers .................................... Childcare Team 

Paige Slinden .................................... Childcare Team 

Ana Sullivan...................................... Childcare Team 

Courtney Williams ............................ Childcare Team 

 

Early Learning Center Committee 
Dean Brehmer ............................................. Chairman             

Gaylen Timm ............................................... Finances 

Dr. Jennie Asher.......................................... Secretary 

Rev. John Grein ................................ Vacancy Pastor 

Lori Holtberg ................................................ Director 

Craig Jergens ...................................................... Elder 

 

http://www.oslhutch.com/

