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CrossTalk Newsletter
The Mission of Our Savior's Lutheran Church and School is ‘connecting families in Christ’ by
proclaiming the forgiveness of sin in the Gospel and the Sacraments.

What should I give up for Lent?
To understand that question better, we can look first at
what Lent is.
In the calendar of the Church, the forty weekdays
(Sundays not included) before Easter are known as Lent.
This word comes from Germanic and Old English roots.
Literally, it means "long day," a recognition of winter's
close and the sun's warmth returning.
What's special about Lent? Easter! The Church's highest
holiday has been given the longest preparation time. Yet
how we treat the season varies among church bodies and
individual believers. Those who do not observe a formal
church calendar treat the time of Lent as they do any other
part of the year. For those who keep the traditional times
and seasons, Lent is generally thought of as a time of
individual and corporate penance, reflection, or
instruction.
Whatever the specifics, Lent serves the general purpose of
leading the Church out of the celebration of the Word
becoming Flesh at Christmas and the spread of the Light
of the World during the Epiphany season. It sharpens our
focus on the specifics of Jesus' words and deeds as He
takes away the sins of the world. It is the path that leads
each year "up to Jerusalem" with Jesus. There, "He will be
handed over to the Gentiles. They will make fun of Him
and insult Him, spit on Him, whip Him, and kill Him.
(Luke 18:31-33)"

Upcoming Events:
Please see the March calendar
for a full list of events & times.
March 2nd
5:00 Soup Supper
6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service
March 7th
Caregiving
Health Ministry
March 8th
Book Club
ELC Committee
March 9th
6:30 Lenten Service
March 10th
Bethesda
March 12th
9:00 a.m. Guild
March 15th
Elder Meeting
Trustee Meeting
Council Meeting
March 16th
6:30 Lenten Service
March 21st
Quilting
March 23rd
6:30 Lenten Service
March 29th
Book Club
March 30th
6:30 Lenten Service
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During the early days of the Church, various schedules were followed each year as
believers began to make ready for Easter and the celebration of the Resurrection. Finally,
forty days, commemorating the 40 days of Christ's fasting and being tempted in the
Wilderness, was settled on. These days also remind us of our "pilgrim" status here on
earth, just as Israel wandered in the desert for forty years prior to entry into the
Promised Land. They call to mind divine judgment, as in the rain that fell for 40 days and
40 nights in the time of Noah. Yet over all, they remind us that God sustains and
strengthens His people, since He fed and preserved His people in the wilderness,
protected Noah's family and representative creatures in the Ark, and strengthened His
Son to resist the tempter during His fast.
Many Christians still observe some form of fasting during all or part of Lent. They may
give up some pleasurable activity for this time or may take on an added responsibility. All
of these can be God-pleasing if done to honor Him and to heighten awareness of all He
has done for us. Error
creeps in if we think that God is forcing us to do something to please Him, to gain
forgiveness, or to pay Him back. Through Christ, God is already pleased with us, has
already forgiven us, and can never be repaid for all His lovingkindness.
Each of these may help in self-discipline, especially fasting and refraining from
something we normally do that is pleasurable. As a matter of course, some pick one day
each week to not eat during daylight hours. Friday is customary, since it was on a Friday
that Jesus died to pay for our sins.
Lent sharpens our focus, also. We are reminded by the Word of God that this is not our
true home. Rather, we are on a pilgrimage to the place our Savior is preparing for us. We
often are called upon to give up those things that slow us down or drag us off the paths
of righteousness.
The Lenten season helps us to prepare
for the day when we will celebrate the
eternal easter in the presence of Jesus
Himself.
For now, it is good and right for us to
come into his presence in worship and to
make time for the special midweek
services at OSL. I look forward to
walking the road with you.
Pastor Oster
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Women’s Guild News

LWML Offers:
Bible Studies
Mission & Service
Projects
Speakers

Upcoming Meeting
Dates:

2022 Officers
President: Donna Luhring
Vice-President: Roxann Field
Secretary: Karen Gensmer
Treasurer: Lisa Kamrath
Cheer Chair: Vivian Gonzalez
Christian Life: Reyne Oster
Human Care: Jan Lee
LWML Delegate: Darlene Ave-Lallemant
Alternate: Sharon Haberkamp

Please join us; all women are
welcome!

March
Please bring an item for the Food
shelf.

Saturday, March 12th
9:00 a.m.
We will have a speaker from the
McLeod County Food Shelf.

April
Saturday, March 12th
11:30 a.m.
Podcast Workshop
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From the Health Ministry
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From the Health Ministry
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From the Health Ministry
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From the Health Ministry
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News from the Early Learning Center
This month I decided to give a look at what is happening at the ELC.
Our classrooms continue to be full of smiles, laughter, and praises to Jesus! We are blessed
with families who are gracious to the staff and who continue to support the ELC. Each
classroom is at capacity or will be in the next few weeks.
We are in the processing of starting a program for kids graduating to kindergarten. This will
also give some childcare to families who attend who have older siblings. This is a process due
to supply shortages, staffing and getting the room approved by licensing. But we have faith it
will all come together at the right time. It maybe late May to early June or even September.
Our staffing is at an adequate level, we are always looking to the horizon of a next hire.
Between growing pains and staff changes we like to be training someone and have a little
cushion for those times of change.
We are patiently awaiting spring…. the biggest excitement will most definitely be installing
the new playground. One little boy told his mom he had a dream, and it was that he was
playing on the new playground. There is a picture of it hanging in the hallway and the kids
love to look at it.
We, of course, are looking forward to just having the wonderful spring air, for germs to be
gone and just the peace of knowing no season lasts forever.
We are planning for our first Family Engagement Event on March 11th
from 3:30 - 5:30. This is an event for families and church members to come
see what is happening at the ELC. March’s theme is “Art Show”. The kids will
share some art they have done at the ELC and have an art activity to do with
family and members can join in as well.
May the Lord Bless you with hope and good courage,
Lori Holtberg, ELC Director
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News from the Early Learning Center

Preschool corner:
Last month the preschoolers made valentines for the middle school teachers. We had a fun
time making them and I am sure they were appreciated. The children also mailed valentines
that they made home to their parents.

In March our bible Verse is "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me"
Philippians 4:13. We will be learning about Dr. Suess, God gave us feelings, working
on our ABC Book, and shapes. Hopefully we will have many nice days to go outside
and play on the snow hill. The children love that. Lots to do in March!
We will have an open house on March 19th for new families to come and look at the
preschool and maybe sign up for the next school year.
I am so proud of the preschoolers. They are learning and remembering so much
about Jesus. It makes me so happy to know that, along with teaching them skills,
Jesus is a big part of what we learn.
Blessings on your March and hopefully spring is right around the corner!
Mrs. Koglin
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Go Red!

Thank you to all who braved the cold weather to attend service on Sunday, February 6th.
The Health Ministry sponsored Go Red Sunday in support of women’s heart health. They
also took this opportunity to have a congregational picture taken in honor of the
occasion. It turned out great! Thanks to Janet, Lisa, Joan, Sharon, and everyone else
who helped organize the event and to Keith for taking the picture.
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From our Seminarian…
Greetings!
This email update is well overdue, so let me get you caught up on what has been happening in
2022.
January was very busy for me. The Epiphany season has kept me busy and by the grace of God,
I’m still standing. I was given numerous opportunities to preach and teach, so I truly felt what it
was like to be in the shoes of a pastor.
January started much like any other month. However, early on, I ended up losing my voice. I
could tell it was coming on, so I tried to drink plenty of water and use my voice sparingly, but I
still lost it. While it might have sounded rough and painful to the congregation, it really didn’t
hurt, and I just needed rest, I guess. I was given a homemade cough syrup that supposedly helps
sore throats, coughs, etc. I thought I’d try anything, and it really did help. In about 2 days, I
could tell it was clearing up. Thankfully, I only had to preach one time during this ordeal, so I
was blessed. As you will soon find out, there is a reason for this.
For those who might not be familiar, the seminary holds a symposia conference every January. It
is usually a great time of learning and a time to reconnect with old friends and professors too. A
few pastors from Montana attended this symposium (including my supervisor) and needed to find
someone to fill in….so who better than the vicar. I ended up traveling to Livingston one Sunday
to lead the worship service for this congregation. It was a beautiful drive across the state and the
congregation was very receptive and welcoming to me as well. They especially enjoyed the Bible
study I led for them. The next week I led my home congregation in Laurel while my pastor was
gone. This is nothing new, as my pastor has been gone for meetings throughout the past year, so
I’ve already had experience leading alone while he was gone. The next week when he was
supposed to return, he ended up getting sick. Nothing serious, but due to COVID outbreaks
across the country, he played it safe and stayed home. This led to me leading yet another service
by myself. And while it might not seem like a lot, this would also include Bible Class, catechesis,
visitations, etc. So I’ve truly got to experience what a pastor endures for 3 weeks straight. This
is why a day off is necessary for a pastor. However, I do have to admit, that I did have to do some
work on my day off because I wasn’t as prepared for that last week when the pastor ended up
getting sick unexpectedly. It's great to have him back at church though.
The congregation here has been very supportive, and I’ve been told that I did an excellent job. I’ve
also been told that no vicar has had this much experience as I have…and I’m only halfway
through! I’m grateful for these opportunities and thankful that I lost my voice at the beginning of
the year rather than during these last 3 weeks. The Lord was watching out for me indeed.
With that being said, this is why I’ve been a little more preoccupied than I would have liked. Yet, I
made it through. Now I have a little bit of a break before the Lenten season begins. And dare I
say, I’ve already began work on Vacation Bible School (VBS) for this summer. It seems like
months away, but once Easter is here, I only have about a month left to plan for it.
Now it’s February, so I’ve been working on my FAFSA and other scholarship applications for the
upcoming school year in September. (My final year. These past three years have passed rather
quickly.) Some of the deadlines are in March and April, so I don’t want to stress myself out and
wait until the last minute. (Although, I realize it might come to that anyways.)
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On another note, the weather in Montana has been remarkable. Just the other day we had 60
degrees. It’s been a relatively mild winter and people here say it’s been somewhat unusual.
February might still bring some cold temperatures, so I can’t put away my winter coat quite
yet. I was blessed to be placed in Montana this year. I could definitely see myself living here.
Much different than those brutal Minnesota and Midwest winters that I have endured in the past.
Before I wrap this email up, I just want to encourage you with some Scripture as well. 1
Corinthians 1:28-31 states: God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are
not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.” This past month has been a humbling experience for me. I realize I don't have all the
answers or wisdom that I would like. I am a frail human. And sorry to break it to you, but you
are as well. We are imperfect humans and no matter how hard we try, we can never achieve that
perfection we desire. However, Christ has become that wisdom for us: our righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. This in turn shows us where our strength and wisdom comes
from: God. We can't achieve salvation on our own. Salvation is the work of God's grace in Jesus
Christ alone. He humbled himself to death on a cross for you and me. No one can claim a "I did it
myself" salvation. Rather, God gives this gift to us, and we just need to believe. Genesis 15:6
reminds us of this as Abram "believed the LORD and he counted it to him as righteousness." For
that reason, the text says, "to boast in the Lord." We can exist and survive in this world thanks to
God's son Jesus Christ and His enduring Word. Even when we fail and feel helpless, we can
boldly boast in the Lord because He has rescued us from all sins, death, and the power of the
devil. May this encourage you in the weeks ahead, no matter what you may be going through.
I appreciate your continued prayers and look forward to sharing my experiences with you again
soon.
God be with you until next time!
Dale Krienke
P.S. I’m including a photo of the gorgeous mountains on my way to Livingston. I hope you enjoy.
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Mark your calendar…

Lent Schedule
Please join us…

March 2nd, Ash Wednesday
John the Baptist, John 1:29–34

March 9th
Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha,
John 12:1–11

March 16th
Malchus, John 18:1–11

March 23rd
Peter, John 18:12–27

March 30th
Barabbas, John 18:33–40

April 6th
Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16

April 10th, Palm Sunday
The Disciples, John 12:12–19

April 14th, Maundy (Holy) Thursday
Judas Iscariot, John 13:21–30

April 15th, Good Friday
John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25–37

April 17th, Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of Our Lord
Mary Magdalene, John 20:1–18
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This and That…
March is Minnesota Food Share Month
All food & financial donations received by 1:00 pm, Monday, April 11th
are eligible for additional grant funds!
Sunday, March 13th will be Food Share Sunday at OSL! Monetary gifts may be given through your
Sunday morning offering. Mark your envelope accordingly or put a check in the offering plate made out to
McLeod Emergency Food Shelf. Cash donations purchase perishables and keep foods safe and fresh!
THE FOOD SHELF IS ENCOURAGING HEALTHIER DONATIONS:
Whole Grains: Cereal, Grains, Crackers, Pasta, Assorted Flours
Proteins: Nuts, Nut Butters, Canned & Dry Beans, Lentils, Eggs, Canned & Frozen Meat, Poultry, Fish
Dairy: Milk, Cheese, Yogurt, Milk Alternatives
Fruits & Vegetables: Canned, Dry, Frozen, & Fresh*
*low sodium, no added sugar; (no home-processed foods please)
Cooking & Baking Items: Condiments & Sauces, Seasonings & Spices, Baking Items, Assorted Flours
Meals & Sides: Soups, Canned & Dry Meals & Sides

IMPORTANT ITEMS TO HAVE BUT THE FOOD SHELF CANNOT PURCHASE
Personal Care Items: Shampoo, Deodorant, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, etc.
Soaps: Hand, Laundry, Dish, Misc. Cleaning Supplies
Paper Products: Toilet Paper, Paper Towels

There will be no
confirmation on
Wednesday, March 2nd.

Direct Thrivent Choice
Dollars by March 31st
All dollars made available for
your direction in 2021 that have
not been directed to a qualified
non-profit by March 31, will
expire. If you are uncertain if
you have dollars and are a
Thrivent member, please call
800-847-4836 and say ‘Thrivent
Choice’ to be directed to
someone who can help you.
These dollars do not come out of
your account funds but from
Thrivent’s profits.

Daylight Savings Time begins
on March 13th.

Regular Office
Hours
Monday – Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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Celebrating this Month

3/1
3/1
3/2
3/3
3/3
3/4
3/4
3/5
3/6
3/6
3/7
3/7
3/9
3/12
3/14
3/16
3/16
3/16
3/16
3/18
3/24
3/31
3/31

Dolores Holtz
Cindy Von Berge
Katherine Fenrich
Lavonne Kaufmann
Jordan Luhman
Betty Bach
Franklin Boller
Gabriel Shimanski
Paula Rannow
Todd Roethemeier
Pamela Odenbrett
Sandra Winseman
Leland Teichert
Ralph Bach
Lee Larson
Alicia Barchenger
Cheryl Beilke
Rebecca Christians
Mark Mlinar
Valerie Doering
David Lee
Janine Hallman
Jackie Morris

3/7
3/13
3/16

Dale & Joan Ewald
63 Years
Lee & Sandy Larson
23 Years
Jim & Laurie Hulkonen 44 Years
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & ELC
800 Bluff Street, Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-587-3318
Website: www.oslhutch.com

2022 Church Officers
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer

John Gillard
Dean Brehmer
Michelle Metzger
Dale Ortloff

Ministry Staff
Rev. Kevin W. Oster .................................. Pastor
Shirlee Landskroener ................... Music Director
Karen Ostlund .............................. Sunday School
Sherry Drahos............... Administrative Assistant

Elders
Gaylen Timm
Paul Barchenger
Mark Bening
Craig Jergens
Keith Kamrath
Marshall Kranz
Keith Messner

Trustees
Daniel Ave-Lallemant
Bob Burns
Chuck Esser
Mike Metzger
Vincent Shimanski

Custodians

Early Learning Center Staff
Lori Holtberg ..................Early Learning Director
Erin Stoppelman .......................................... Cook
Debra Koglin .......................... Preschool Teacher
Lynn Winslow .......................Preschool Assistant
Carrie Farley..................... Healthcare Consultant
Natasha Jankowski ........................Daycare Team
Jane Larson....................................Daycare Team
Lexis Markgraf ..............................Daycare Team
Candace Metzger ...........................Daycare Team
Rylee Qunell..................................Daycare Team
Ginny Rogers ................................Daycare Team
Karisa Showalter ...........................Daycare Team
Paige Slinden .................................Daycare Team
Courtney Williams ........................Daycare Team
Isabell Willock .............................. Daycare Team

Jeff Radunz
David Radunz
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